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SEC RET PARIS 08149 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652 GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, EAIR, FR, GW, BE, WB 

SUBJECT: AIR FRANCE INTEREST IN SERVICE TO BERLIN 

SCHOENEFELD 

REF: BONN 3011 NOT AL 

1 . RECENT LUNCHEON CONVERSATION WITH MME. RIVOAL, 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR IN BILATERAL AGREEMENTS SECTION 
OF AIR FRANCE, PROVIDED US OPPORTUNITY INQUIRE 
ABOUT POSSIBLE AIR FRANCE INTEREST IN SERVICE TO 
EAST BERLIN. WE SAID WE HAD HEARD SOME VAGUE 
RUMORS ON THAT SCORE. 

2. RIVOAL REPLIED THAT GDR PERIODICALLY 
EXPRESSED INTEREST IN HAVING AIR FRANCE INAUGURATE 
SUCH A SERVICE BUT THUS FAR AIR FRANCE HAD SHOWN 
NO INTEREST. TRAFFIC WOULD NOT BE SUFFICIENT TO 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 PARIS 08149 190049Z 

MAKE SUCH A SERVICE PROFITABLE. SHE WAS CONFIDENT 
THAT AIR FRANCE VIEWS HAD NOT CHANGED AND THAT NO 
SERIOUS STUDY WAS BEING GIVEN TO EVENTUALITY 
OF SERVICE TO EAST BERLIN. ON RETURNING TO HER 
OFFICE SHE CHECKED FURTHER WITHIN AIR FRANCE 
ORGANIZATION AND PHONED US TO RECONFIRM THAT 
ABSOLUTELY NO THOUGHT WAS BEING GIVEN TO SERVICE 
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TO EAST BERLIN OR ANY OTHER GDR POINT. 

3. COMMENT: RIVOAL'S STAFF WITHIN AIR FRANCE 
IS DIRECTLY CONCERNED WITH TRAFFIC RIGHTS. 

POOLING ARRANGEMENTS, ETC., AND RIVOAL OR HER 
ASSISTANT REPRESENT AIR FRANCE ON MOST GOF DELS 
NEGOTIATING CIV AIR BILATERALS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES. 
SHE IS THEREFORE WELL PLACED TO KNOW WHETHER 
AIR FRANCE INTENDS EXPLORE OBTAINING NEW ROUTES. 
EMBASSY'S RELATIONS WITH RIVOAL ARE VERY CLOSE AND 
WE HAVE ALWAYS FOUND HER TO BE A GOOD SOURCE. IF 
SOME AIR FRANCE FIELD REPS HAVE FANNED RUMORS OF 
POSSIBLE AIR FRANCE INTEREST IN EAST BERLIN SERVICE, 
WE SUSPECT THIS MAY STEM FROM ACTIVISM ON THEIR 
PART RATHER THAN REFLECTING POSITION OF AIR FRANCE 
HEADQUARTERS. HOWEVER, WE'LL CONTINUE TO KEEP OUR 
EARS OPEN. 

GAMMON 


SECRET 


NNN 
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